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Overview of University Writing Skills Requirement 

English 300, 301, and 302 are courses that meet or partially meet the University Writing Skills 
Requirement. The information below is from CSUEB’s Catalog and provides an overview of this 
requirement and the options students have for fulfilling it. 

In addition to the lower-division General Education requirements for writing, the California 
State University system requires that all students must demonstrate competency in writing 
skills as a requirement for graduation and to receive a baccalaureate, master’s, or doctoral 
degree. This requirement was implemented system-wide in 1977. Students must satisfy the 
University Writing Skills Requirement (UWSR) in order to receive a degree from Cal State East 
Bay unless they are exempt by one of the following criteria: 

1. Previously satisfied the UWSR at Cal State East Bay or at another CSU campus, Cal State East Bay 
will accept official certification of completion if the entire requirement, as specified by that CSU 

https://csueastbay.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=17&navoid=9839
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Course (Option Two) 

ENGL 300 and ENGL 301 are the first-tier writing courses designed to help students meet the 
University Writing Skills Requirement. Students who have not attempted the WST or those who 
have taken the Writing Skills Test (WST) and have received Limited Competence (6) must take 
either ENGL 300 or ENGL 301 and perhaps a second-tier writing course as well. Students who 
have not taken the WST twice may take it even when enroll.84 re
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https://csueastbay.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=17&navoid=10053#tt7204
https://csueastbay.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=17&navoid=10053#tt2878
https://csueastbay.acalogadmin.com/preview/content.php?catoid=17&navoid=10053#tt6791
http://catalog.csueastbay.edu/content.php?catoid=17&navoid=10662
http://www.csueastbay.edu/academic/colleges-and-departments/apgs/testing/
http://www.csueastbay.edu/academic/colleges-and-departments/apgs/testing/
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English 300 Writing for Proficiency: 
Course Description, Requirements, and Methods 
 
300 Writing for Proficiency (3 units)  
The First-Tier Course English 300 is a first-tier course to help students meet the University Writing Skills 
Requirement, which is required by the University for graduation for both undergraduate and graduate 
students. Students who choose to meet this requirement through course work can enroll in ENGL 300 
without ever taking the Writing Skills Test (WST). Students who have taken the WST and have received 
Limited Competence must take this course and possibly a second-tier course as well (see below).  
 

Minimum Writing Requirements (6000 words):  
Discussion Board Participation (Online course) 
Writing Assignments 
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 Timed Essays – a folder with all necessary information about the three Timed Essays 
required for the Portfolio and the proctoring requirement. 

 Turnitin Essay Info/Submit – a folder with information about each of the essays required 
for Turnitin submission and the appropriate submission links. 

 Course Resources – a folder with the Learning and Course Objectives, required textbook 
information, where to get help with Blackboard, How-To screenshots for navigating 
Blackboard, Technical Competencies for the course, How to Use Discussion Boards, SCAA 
and Tutoring Information, Resources for College Writing, and a collection of the 
PowerPoints used in the course. 

 Portfolio Information – a folder with all necessary information about 1st Tier Portfolio that 
each student will prepare at the end of semester.   

 Instructor Contact Information – introducing the instructor and providing email information 
and expected response time.  

 University Policies – a folder with information on important academic, intellectual property, 
computing use, and non-discrimination policies, and emergency procedures. 

 Student Support Services – a folder with information on different types of services available 
for students: academic support, technology support, assistive technology and accessibility 
services. 

 Hints and Technical Info – a folder with a wealth of information to help students navigate 
and operate in Blackboard.  

Online courses in Blackboard contain assignments, handouts, discussion boards, dropboxes for 
assignments, online testing capabilities, web links, PowerPoints, and media links for articles and videos. 
 

Student Learning Objectives: 
Argument — Student presents a thesis that gives focus to the writer’s ideas, and development that 
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18. Compare/Contrast First draft with instructor comments 

 
Sample Course Schedule:  

Week  Assignments  Discussion Board Forum 

1 
8/20 – 8/24 

Syllabus quiz 
Timed Essay One 
 

Self-introduction 
 

2 
8/27 – 8/31 

Plagiarism 
 
Grammar Evaluation 1 
Read Huff Post Grammar article 

Online Learning  
 

  

3 
9/3 – 9/7 

Essay Writing and Thesis Statements 
 
RCWW: Academic Habits 2 p. 9 -Talking to    
Learn: Honing Ideas Through Discussion 

RCWW: Academic Habits 1 p. 3  
Writing to Learn: Exploring Your 
Habits of Mind 

 

4 
9/10 – 9/14 

Paragraphs and Topic Sentences 
 
Gr: Identifying Incorrect Sentences 

RCWW Academic Habits 3 p. 11 
Writing to Learn: Developing Your 
Rhetorical Sensitivity 

5 
9/17 – 
9/21 

Transitions 
Essay Puzzle 
 
Gr: Fragments 

Writing Process & Freewriting  
RCWW Academic Habits 4 p. 11- 
Writing to Learn: Pulling it All 
Together  

6 
9/24 
9/28 
 

Quoting and Paraphrasing Sources 
First Draft Position Essay 
 
Gr: Commas Splices & Fused Sentences 

RCWW: Etzioni – “Working at 
McDonald’s”  

7 
10/1 – 
10/5 

Argument/Concession/Refutation 
Citing Sources 
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Gr: Commas 

10 
10/22 – 
10/26
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x    

x    
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Sample Course Writing Assignment/Essay Prompt: 
You will write a position paper in response to the essay in Reading Critically, Writing Well - "Why Privacy 
Matters Even If You Have Nothing to Hide" by Daniel Solove on page 319. The essay must be a minimum 
of 800 words and formatted in MLA style with appropriate and correct in-text citations and a MLA 
Works Cited List. 
 
You will argue for or against the position taken, agreeing or disagreeing with Solove, while using the 
article as a source and a reference. In other words, do you think that if you have "nothing to hide", then 
online
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The Security vs. Privacy Debate is Already Over, and Privacy Lost.docx  Download and read this article 
about privacy vs. security and write a short essay describing what rhetorical changes you might make, if 
any, to your Position Essay.  
Using this Works Cited List for this article, cite in-text for all quoting, paraphrasing and summary: 
Sterner, Eric. "The security vs. privacy debate is already over, and privacy lost." 

https://bb.csueastbay.edu/bbcswebdav/pid-3618179-dt-content-rid-36806187_1/xid-36806187_1
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Emails will receive a response within 48 hours during the work week: Mon - Fri. before 5 pm. Messages 
received after 5pm will be responded to the next day; those received after 5pm Friday will be responded 
to on Monday or the next business day.  
 
Assignment Feedback: All weekly writing assignments receive feedback in response to the writing 
assignment within 48 hours. The multi-draft Position Essay and Compare Contrast Essay receive 
instructor feedback on first drafts only within 72 hours of submission. Timed Essays will be certified and 
available for retrieval within 48 hours.  

Course Description and Purpose:  
English 300 and 30



https://www.vitalsource.com/products/reading-critically-writing-well-rise-b-axelrod-v9781319070410
https://www.vitalsource.com/products/reading-critically-writing-well-rise-b-axelrod-v9781319070410
https://www.vitalsource.com/products/reading-critically-writing-well-rise-b-axelrod-v9781319070410
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the course, as well as submit a complete 
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You will be writing multiple drafts of your essays in which you will refer to the text and be required to 
cite properly using MLA citation format. The Compare/Contrast Essay and Position Essay will consist of 
three drafts. You will submit your second revised draft of each essay to get tutor feedback; to the 
Student Center for Academic Achievement (SCAA) located in LI 2550 and you can work with a tutor 

online.  
 

 The first drafts of the Compare/Contrast Essay and Position 
Essay are submitted to the course to receive instructor comments, 
which you save for your Portfolio.  

 The second draft is not submitted to the course, but must 
receive comments from a tutor, which you will save for your 

Portfolio.  

 The final draft of the Position and the Compare/Contrast Essay is submitted to Turnitin from 
which the Turnitin PDF Similarity Report is generated; you will download the Report following 
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The Timed Essays must be taken during the weeks they are available:  

a. Timed Essay One is taken during Week Two.   
b. Timed Essay Two is taken during Week Nine (proctored). 
c. Timed Essay Three is taken during Week Fourteen. 
 

Failure to take Timed Essays by the due dates will result in losing eligibility for continuing in the 
course, receiving course credit, or 
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It is necessary to receive a Developing Competence on the portfolio to advance to a second tier writing 
course or a Clear Competence to completely fulfill the University Writing Skills Requirement. Please note 
that it is possible to receive credit for ENGL 300 and NOT receive a Developing or Clear Competence 
score on the portfolio. The Scoring Rubric for the Portfolios is available in the Portfolio Information 
Folder in the course. 
 
How will I find out my score? 
The Testing Office will contact you after finals week. Your instructor will not know. 
 
Is there any way to appeal my portfolio evaluation? 
No, the decision of the committee, which is made up of faculty from across the disciplines, is final. Your 
instructor has nothing to do with the final Portfolio score and cannot effect any changes to it.  
 

Technical Requirements 

This is an entirely online course.  There will be no in-class meetings.  You will need to access and 
participate in this course through CSU East Bay’s Blackboard system. 
 
You will be required to: 

 Participate in the Discussion Board 

 Submit assignments through assignment links 

 Submit timed written essays in Word documents 

 Upload essay draft Word documents 

 Download PDF files 

 Retrieve documents from My Grades 

 Create an e-Portfolio 
 
To be successful in the course, you will need: 

 Microsoft Word software 

 Adobe Acrobat software for PDF files 

 Microsoft PowerPoint software will be necessary to view the PowerPoints. 

 Access to a computer with speakers, a microphone (most computers come with a built-in 
microphone) 

 A webcam and audio for proctoring the second timed essay. 

 A stable    

essay

  

 

 

 

http://bb.csueastbay.edu/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp
http://teachonline.csustan.edu/selfassessment.php


http://csueastbay.libguides.com/technology
mailto:stsc@csueastbay.edu
http://www20.csueastbay.edu/academic/academic-policies/academic-dishonesty.html
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Netiquette Expectations: 

"Netiquette" is online communication etiquette. Our online 
classroom is an academic environment, where we can safely 
share our points of view, expressed with respect for others.  
Here are some basic guidelines that all participants should 
follow: 
 

 Express your opinions politely, even if you disagree with 
someone. Be open and willing to accept other points of 

view. 

 Course discussions and other shared content is private and copyright protected. Do not 
disseminate this content outside of the online classroom unless granted permission by the 
author(s). 

 Do not use "texting" abbreviations when communicating in the online classroom. Be 
professional. Use concise, well-constructed language. Follow the rules of spelling and 
grammar. 

 Avoid sarcasm and humor as these can be easily misinterpreted, especially by individuals of 
different cultures than your own.   

 Do not send messages that you write when you are angry or upset.  Reread every post 
before you send it. 

 Do not use all capital letters as it is considered SHOUTING. 

 Sign every post you make so others can reply to you directly. 

 Construct your messages in a text editor and transfer them to the LMS after proofing them 
for Netiquette. 

 

University Statement on the use of Turnitin 
The university requires that I inform students of the following: Students agree that by taking 
this course, all required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to 
Tuc
[(Express).it-4(r).coun5(ll)3(o)5r (e E)hte. d
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http://www20.csueastbay.edu/af/departments/as/
http://www20.csueastbay.edu/af/departments/risk-management/ehs/emergency-management/index.html
http://www20.csueastbay.edu/af/departments/risk-management/ehs/emergency-management/index.html
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 
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8. An optional item. You might or might not include one other item. This is entirely up to you, but this 
item must then be referenced in your introduction. In the past, students have included everything from 
a recent paper in another course showing how much they have improved, to an additional in-class essay 
perhaps (an unsuccessful one, included to showing improvement of some quality) to something they 
have 
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Titles are Centered and Capitalized Correctly in 

Same Size Font and not Underlined nor Bold 
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English 301 Writing for Proficiency (English for Speakers of 
Other Languages): Course Description, Requirements, and 
Methods 
 
English 301 – Writing for Proficiency [ESOL] (3 units)  
English 301 is a first-tier course designed to help students meet the University Writing Skills 
Requirement (UWSR), which is required by CSUEB for graduation for both undergraduate and 
graduate students. Students who choose to meet this requirement through course work and 
portfolio can enroll in English 301 without ever taking the Writing Skills Test (WST). Students 
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 Turnitin Report 

 Second draft with tutoring comments 

 First draft with instructor comments 

 
Tier One Level Essay Rubric/Portfolio Evaluation Criteria:  
 
Portfolios are read and scored by a reading committee comprised of faculty from across the 
curriculum, during Finals Week. Evaluators use the following rubric during portfolio evaluation 
process (available on SCAA webpage/WST Preparation Programs at 
http://scaa.csueastbay.edu/wp-content/uploads/ENGL-3000-3001-1stTier-Rubric.pdf). 
 

CSUEB First-Tier Portfolio Evaluation Criteria 
  
A. General Introduction  
All first-tier portfolios must contain eight items: a cover page, a table of contents, a reflective 
introductory essay, two outof-class essays (at least one of which will be a text-based argument), 
and three in-class essays.  Some students may also include an optional item of their choice. 
These items should be ordered in the following way: 
  
1.  Cover page  
2.  Table of contents  
3.  Reflective introductory essay (with Turnitin report)  
4.  One out-of-class essay (with Turnitin report and drafts)  
5.-7.  Three in-class essays  
8.  Other out-of-class essay (with Turnitin report and drafts)  
9.  Optional item  
  
In addition to the required essays, the introductory essay and the two out-of-class essays must 
be accompanied by Turnitin reports with appropriate date stamps.  Any portfolio that is missing 
one or more required elements should be brought to the attention of the chief reader or a 
table leader.  
  
One or both of the out-of-class essays will contain at least one outside source.  First-tier 
students are expected to clearly indicate the origins of their source materials in the text of 
essays and at the end of essays.  Source materials should not dominate any essay.  It is 

http://scaa.csueastbay.edu/wp-content/uploads/ENGL-3000-3001-1stTier-Rubric.pdf
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other coherence devices, 
generally easy to follow. 

coherence devices, may be 
hard to follow at times 

transitions and other coherence 
devices, may be hard to follow. 
 

 
Management 

of Source 
Materials 

 
Writer’s own ideas are 
expressed, source materials 
used primarily to support 
writer’s ideas.  
 
Source material clearly 
indicated within and at the 
end of essay.  
 
Direct quotations and 
paraphrases clearly indicated. 

 
Writer’s own ideas may be 
overshadowed by source 
materials.  
 
Evidence of consistent 
attempts to indicate source 
material within and at end of 
essay.  
 
Direct quotations and 
paraphrases indicated. 

  
Writer’s own ideas may be 
muted by source materials.  
 
Source material may not be 
indicated within and at end of 
essay.  
 
Direct quotations and 
paraphrases may not be 
indicated. 

 
Technical 
Command  
 
Note: An out-
of-class essay 
is polished to 
meet 
standards and 
expectations 
of academic 
audiences. 

 
Language and mechanics 
generally controlled.  
 
Sentences varied.  
 
A few errors in language or 
mechanics may be evident, 
but are not highly distracting 
and do not interfere with 
meaning. 

 
Language and mechanics 
moderately controlled.  
 
Sentences may be constructed 
with limited number of 
sentence types.  
 
Some errors in language and 
mechanics may be evident, 
may sometimes be distracting, 
or may occasionally interfere 
with meaning. 

 
Language and mechanics are not 
well controlled.  
 
Vocabulary may be noticeably 
limited.  
 
Simple sentences may dominate 
essay.   
 
Errors in language a
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Email:                                                               
Response time:  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Course Description and Purpose: 
English 301 is a course designed to help students meet the University Writing Skills 
Requirement (UWSR),  
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 Start Here – a folder which includes Course Syllabus, Curriculum Alignment, Class Schedule 
for the entire semester, as well as Netiquette Guidelines.  

 Course Materials – a folder which contains weekly modules. Each Week starts with 
Introduction (listing objectives and outcomes), followed by Materials (a folder with reading 
assignments and handouts) and Homework (an area to submit Homework assignments).  

 In-Class Essays – a folder with links to write timed In-Class Essays. 

 Out-of-Class Essays – a folder with all necessary information about two Out-of-Class Essays 
that students will be working on this semester. 

 Discussion Board – an area where all homework assignments will be submitted in folders. 

 Portfolio Information – a folder with all necessary information about 1st Tier Portfolio that 
each student will prepare at the end of semester.   

 Discussion Board – an area to pose questions and make assigned postings and responses in 
designated discussion forums. 

 University Policies – a folder with information on important academic, intellectual property, 
computing use, and non-discrimination policies, and emergency procedures. 

 Student Support Services – a folder with information on different types of services available 
for students: academic support, technology support, assistive technology and accessibility 
services. 

 Hints and Technical Info – a folder with a wealth of information to help students navigate 
and operate in Blackboard.  

 
Course Policies: 
On the last day of class, each student will submit a portfolio of writing to be evaluated faculty 
from across the disciplines. As a result of portfolio evaluation, students will be placed into one 
of the following categories: 

 CC (8): Demonstrates Clear Competence--student has completed all requirements for 
UWSR.  

 DC (7): Demonstrates Developing Competence--student is required to take a 2nd-tier writing 
course (English 303 or semester equivalent of 

 

 

䍴 敤 ‴ 㠵 ⸷ 㐠 ㍔ 洍 ਜ਼ ⡃ ⤹ ⡬ ⤭ ㌨ 攩 ㌨ 愩 㐨 爩 ⴴ ⠠ ⤭ ㌨ 䍯 ⤭ ㈨ 洩 ㌨ 瀩 ⴲ ⡥ ⤳ ⡴ 敮 ⤭ ㈨ 捥 ⥝ 㤸 〠 呣 ㈷ ⁂ 名 ਯ 䘶   㜲 ਱ ‰ ‰ ‱ ″ ㄹ ⸵ ㄠ ㌰ 㔮 㐵 ⁔ 洍 ਠ 〮 〨 ⴩ 䘳 ‱ 㜭
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1. Cover Sheet: See sample in Portfolio Information. 
 

2. Table of Contents: This includes the following items, in the order listed below.   
 

3. Reflective introduction essay:  This is an essay written as a personal argument, in which 
you will introduce your portfolio, reflect on what you learned this quarter, and argue 
that you should pass either this class or the entire University Writing Skills Requirement. 
It is thes



http://scaa.csueastbay.edu/wp-content/uploads/ENGL-3000-3001-1stTier-Rubric.pdf
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Academic dishonesty: 
Cheating and plagiarism are not acceptable in the academic environment. 
Cheating is defined as possessing unauthorized sources of information during an exam (such as 
in-class essay), copying the work of another student or submitting assignment completed by 
someone else. 
Plagiarism is defined as taking the words or substance (ideas) of another and either copying or 
paraphrasing the work without giving credit to the source (e.g. through footnotes, quotation 
marks, or reference citations); this includes material from the Internet. Any portfolio deemed to 
include the words or substance of another without proper credit will be evaluated as showing 
Limited Competence, and a student will be reported for academic dishonesty.  
*** Note: Students agree that by taking this course, all required papers may be subject to 
submission for textual similarity review to Turnitin.com for detection of plagiarism. All 
submitted papers will be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference 
database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of such papers. Use of the 
Turnitin.com service is subject to the terms of use agreement on the Turnitin.com site. 
For more information on Academic Dishonesty policy, view Important Policies and Procedures 
in Blackboard. 
 
Grievance policy: 
If you think that you are being or have been treated unfairly, you have a right to file a 
grievance. According to the CSUEB English Department policy, the grievance must first be filed 
with the instructor with whom you have a complaint. If you cannot find a resolution to your 
grievance, then you and your instructor will meet with the head of the composition program or 
the Chair of the English Department.  
 
Disability accommodations: 
If you have a documented disability and wish to discuss academic accommodations, or if you 
would need assistance in the event of an emergency, please contact me as soon as possible. 
 
Other policies/requirements: 

 Withdrawal policy: The only reason a student can withdraw from first tier is if he or she 
gets DC or CC on the WST. Anyone who is eligible to withdraw needs to contact the Testing 
Office located in LI 3165A. (See the full text of Section 6 of Executive Order 792 attached in 
Blackboard/Course Documents). 


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Sample Course Schedule:  
 
 

Week 
  

 
Agenda for In-Class Session 

 
Homework Due * 

 
1 

8/20 – 8/26 
Course Syllabus 
Class Schedule  
Course layout in Blackboard 
Introduction 
 

Discussion Board: self-introduction and 
responses to 2 classmates 
 
Syllabus Quiz 
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Print out and bring hard copy of 
OCE 1: Draft 1 (Worksheet 2) to 
conference. 
 

 
Study handouts:  
* Transitions   
* “Sandwich” Technique. 
* Incorporating Sources assignment 
* Instructions on Submitting Work to Online 
Tutoring 
 
KfW: Read Ch. 3, 9 & 10.  
 

6 
9/24 – 9/30 

 
 

OCE 1:  
* Global revision 
* Argumentative appeals. 
* Integrating and documenting 
sources.  
* Explain Incorporating Sources 
assignment.  

OCE 1:  
* Exercise on Incorporating Sources  
* Compose Draft 2, submit in Week 7: 
Homework, AND send to online tutoring. 
 
Study Instructions on Using Respondus 
LockDown Browser. 

7 
10/1 – 10/7 

In-Class Essay 1 (Computer Lab) 
 

Vocabulary Exercise #3  
 
KfW: Read Ch. 41, Part 3 & 6.  
 

8 
10/8 – 10/14 

Grammar exercise (subject/verb 
agreement). 
 
OCE 1:  
* Local revision  
* MLA style.

* 

 





https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/apple/apple-investors-urge-action-iphone-addiction-among-kids-n835866
https://www.nbcnews.com/tech/apple/apple-investors-urge-action-iphone-addiction-among-kids-n835866


https://www.investors.com/politics/editorials/no-apple-is-not-responsible-for-your-kids-smartphone-addiction/
https://www.investors.com/politics/editorials/no-apple-is-not-responsible-for-your-kids-smartphone-addiction/
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As part of a multi-draft project, each draft of the essay will be a result of revision of the 
previous draft (or Worksheet). The final draft of the essay will not be accepted if previous 
drafts have not been submitted. 
 
It is a requirement to submit the final draft of the essay to Turnitin and obtain a Turnitin 
Report. The Turnitin report will be included in your portfolio (or downloaded into your online 
portfolio). The percentage score on the report cannot be higher than 10%. 
 
When attaching the essay into your portfolio, include the final draft with a Turnitin Report, the 
2nd draft with tutoring comments, and the 1st draft with instructor’s comments.  
 

In-Class Essay Assignment: 
 

Timed In-Class Essay 
 
This essay is written in a computer lab, and students log into Blackboard by using Respondus 
LockDown browser. 
 

Test Description: 
 This is a timed essay that you will write based on your Out-of-Class Essay 2 ("Children's 

Addiction to Smartphones") and an additional article "Apple, Kids, and iPhone 
Addiction: Parental Controls in iOS Are Long Overdue" by Michael Simon that you read 
before writing the essay.  

 The essay needs to be focused, well organized and developed with summarized and 
quoted materials, explanations, and examples, and it needs to be at least 750 words in 
length. Please, note that you cannot use the text of your Out-of-Class Essay 2, but you 
can certainly use the text of the article when writing this essay. 

 
Test instructions: 

1. Read and annotate the article. (You can write notes and highlight passages in the text of 
the article as you read it.)  

2. Read  In-Class Essay prompt carefully. 
3. You will be typing your essay in the window below the toolbar. In the upper left-hand 

corner of that window, type in your name, English 3001-01, and today's date. Then, 
type In-Class Essay 2 and make it centered. Finally, make sub-titles for Pre-writing and 
Essay. 

4. Use the next 10 minutes to do pre-writing (brainstorming, organizing ideas, thinking of 
a thesis, etc.) 

5. Write your essay for 80 minutes (1 hour and 20 minutes). Make sure your essay is at 
least 750 words long (keep watching the word count in the lower right-hand corner). 
Remember, you are not supposed to use your Out-of-Class Essay 2 or any other 
sources but the article while writing the essay. 
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6. Remember to prepare a Work Cited page. 
7. After you finish writing the essay, use additional 10 minutes to proof-read it. 
8. To submit the essay, click Save and Submit. 

Assignment: 
After reading the article "Apple, Kids, and iPhone Addiction: Parental Controls in iOS Are Long 
Overdue " by Michael Simon, write an essay, in which you will do the following: 
 

1. Introduce the topic in one or two sentences. Next, write a brief 
description/summary (200 words minimum) of your Out-of-Class Essay 2. State your 
main point/thesis, and explain how you are planning to develop your ideas. 
 

2. Having described/summarized your Out-of-Class Essay 1, write about how you might 
use information from the article  "Apple, Kids, and iPhone Addiction: Parental Controls 
in iOS Are Long Overdue " in your Out-of-Class Essay 2. Consider responding to the 
following questions: 

 Do you find the content of 
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English 302 Discursive Writing: 
Course Description, Requirements, and Methods 
 
302 Discursive Writing (3 units)  
English 302 is a second-tier course designed to help students meet the University Writing Skills 
Requirement (USWR), which is required by the University for graduation for both undergraduate and 
graduate students. The prerequisite for this course is a score of 7/Developing Competence on the WST 
or on the USWR portfolio created in English 300 or 301.  
 
English 302 focuses on the theory and practice of discursive writing; critical reading and evaluation of 
formal and informal prose; and conducting research and documenting sources in writing. Major essay 
assignments provide students with practice in writing for general academic purposes. These 
assignments can be tailored to draw on students’ knowledge of their field of study or may draw on more 
general topics of personal or public interest.  
 

Minimum Writing Requirements (8000 words):  
Discussion Board Participation  
Writing Assignments 
Multi-draft Essays 
Reflective Essay 
 

Methods of Instruction: 
Face-to-Face Course: 
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Writing Skills Learning Outcomes for USWR Second-Tier 

Courses:  

By the end of English 302, students will be able to:  

 Analyze and synthesize information from a variety of sources, including published material that 

is cited according to the conventions of the discipline; 

 Recognize and understand the purpose of textual features, such as organization or structural 

elements commonly used in the field or profession; 

 
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Video (thirty-nine minutes long) with image, sound, captions, and a transcript:  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EYt3swrnvwU 

Text: https://dradambanks.wordpress.com/2015/03/27/more-funk-flight-and-freedom-some-rough-

text/ 

In his talk, Adam Banks argues for a different way forward for composition studies that in some ways 

returns to the “funk” approach of the past, in which “We transformed one discipline and created our 

own any how. And it was women who did that work. It was people of color who did that work. It was 

Queer folk who did that work. It was first generation students in New York City and across the country 

demanding open admissions who did that work.”  He urges the profession to take flight from oppressive 

pedagogies and old attachments and to free ourselves from “the set of handcuffs the same old theory 

and the same old theorists and the same old scholarship place on us” to make way for new 

scholarship—to make our way forward. 

Students work with Banks’ piece early in the quarter, and we refer back to it in subsequent 

conversations.  Because in large part, our class focuses on writing in the disciplines, what Banks has to 

say as the 2015 chair of the Conference on College Composition and Communication (CCCC) relates 

topically to our class focus.  The text allows us to begin working with (scaffolding) several rhetorical 

concerns, including an author’s purpose and strategy, consideration of audiences, integration of 

sources, establishing credibility, and organization.  I use this assignment to help students consider how 

their classmates will access their work during the quarter and how others will access their 

work/communication after they graduate. Students’ readings of the text, with the grain (in small groups) 

and against the grain (as a class), and the subsequent class assignment, help the students create a 

working knowledge of writing and rhetorical terms we use throughout the semester, terms such as 

“genre” and “cohesion.”  

The history behind the text version of Banks’ speech that he posted and the video of his talk, help the 

students understand that research often involves their entering an ongoing conversation.  When 

teaching this text, I walk students through the context of the artifacts they will work with and in 

subsequent classes we revisit the process of entering an ongoing conversation, e.g., how we get our 

bearings without becoming overwhelmed by the desire to read everything before we join the 

conversation.  This assignment helps students strengthen their source evaluation skills as they engage 

with Banks’ work and evaluate his claims, evidence, and warrants. 

As we move from quarters to semesters, students will come to this assignment having already worked 

with the text in small groups: annotating Bank’s speech and summarizing his main points.  I will 

reference their work as I teach the second reading of Banks’ speech, in which we will discuss the 

rhetorical moves Banks’ makes and how those moves relate to moves we make in writing.  I will 

continue to explain the context of the assignment to my students because I want them to consider how 

author and audience expectations intersect in terms of access. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EYt3swrnvwU
https://dradambanks.wordpress.com/2015/03/27/more-funk-flight-and-freedom-some-rough-text/
https://dradambanks.wordpress.com/2015/03/27/more-funk-flight-and-freedom-some-rough-text/
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I explain to students that the CCCC has an annual tradition in which the Conference Chair gives the 

Chair’s Address, a speech that oftentimes highlights an important turn we are making in the discipline.  

In previous years, the Chair’s Address was given as a speech, after which the the chair would often take 

the summer to revise the speech for publication.  The the larger organization, the National Council of 

Teachers of English (NCTE), to which CCCC belongs, decided to release a YouTube video of the speech six 

days after the 2015 chair gave the Chair’s Address. In NCTE’s eagerness to share the important speech, it 

shared an inaccessible version of the speech. The video had no captions or transcript.  Because the video 

was shared, many in the CCCC community began discussing it. Some people within the community, 

however, could not access the video of the speech, partially or fully, and join the conversation.  Several 

of us requested that NCTE caption the video or provide a transcript, which NCTE was unprepared to do 

in a timely manner.  Others requested that the chair, Dr. Adam Banks, release the text of his Chair’s 

Address.   Banks released the oral version of the speech that he never intended—in any way—to make 

public because he was going to revise it for the journal publication.  Here is how Banks put it: 

There’s also a challenge in being willing to present a text of a “talk” that was clearly meant to be 

an aural/oral experience, especially given some of my own work on ways that Black oral 

traditions can be a foundation for work in Composition. It’s almost like having to provide a text 

to go with a picture. Of course that simile overstates it a bit; challenges aside, I was happy to 

spend some time filling in some of the gaps between the text I took to the podium and what 

came out in the moment. (Adam Banks, “More Funk, Flight and Freedom–Some Rough Text”) 

This moment in NCTE history effectively captures what happens when we do not consider how people 

will access our work.  

During the assignment, I ask students to consider the different ways we might access work and how the 

different iterations of communication shape our understanding of writing concerns.  I allow time for us 

to discuss how the different ways we engaged with Banks’ speech influenced our understanding of it.  

We also ask ourselves how authors address their audiences and who is included or excluded in this 

audience consideration.  

While I respond to the sections of his speech that students engage with, oftentimes in their summaries, I 

also have a few of mine prepared that I ensure we cover, such as Banks’ dismissal of the essay as a 

genre.  I ask students what Banks is doing?  I ask students to consider his goal(s) when he says, 

By the power vested in me for the 30 minutes of this chair’s address, I hereby promote the essay 

to dominant genre emeritus. I thank you for your long and committed service over more than a 

century. We still love you . . . . And we realize that if we are going to fly and find new intellectual 

spaces and futuristic challenges to meet with our students and each other, we have to leave the 

comfortable ground we have found with you.  

We discuss several sections of the text and model how to ask questions of the text, after which we move 

to small group work.  I move from group to group, modeling how to ask questions of the text.   
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Assignment: 

The Writing Dance or "How funky can you get?" 

Activity description: During this activity you will access the Chair's Address of the 2015 Conference on 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EYt3swrnvwU
https://dradambanks.wordpress.com/2015/03/27/more-funk-flight-and-freedom-some-rough-text/
https://dradambanks.wordpress.com/2015/03/27/more-funk-flight-and-freedom-some-rough-text/
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authorial credibility (e.g., give one or more examples of how Banks creates authorial credibility and 

trustworthiness during his speech and how do we do the same when we write essays?) 

 

tone 
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organization, and sentence-
level editing, linked to one of 
the three major writing 
assignments. 

Do short low-stakes writing 
assignments on development, 
organization, and language 
control (e.g., add additional 
evidence to an underdeveloped 
paragraph, re-organize a 
paragraph that is hard to follow, 
edit a paragraph for sentence 
variety) 
 
Complete homework 
assignments on sentence-level 
editing focused on common 
grammar, mechanics, and 
formatting issues experienced 
by the class or individual 
students. 
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Sample Syllabus:  

 

California State University, East Bay 

Discursive Writing 
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competence before they can register for a second-tier course.  Note: ENGL 302 cannot substitute for the 
second composition requirement (ENGL 200 [was 1002]) or satisfy the humanities requirement in Area C 
of General Education. ENGL 302 carries no General Education credit. It can be used only as a second-
tier writing course to satisfy the University Writing Skills Requirement if passed with a C-(CR) or better. 

Grade or CR/NC Grading Option: 

You may take this course for a grade or CR/NC. I encourage you to consider taking this class CR/NC 
unless you have a specific reason for taking it for a grade.  I have had students mistakenly think this was 
an ñeasyò course with which they could boost their GPAs.  Oftentimes, students who take this class are at 
the end of their undergraduate or graduate programs, and I do not want them mistakenly thinking this is 
an easy class they can use to boost their GPA.  Simply put, this class requires work.  Additionally, I 
cannot grade on effort, which means that students who work hard also need to meet the assessment 
criteria for high grades.   

I'd like to add something about course grades and expectations.  Many students who earn a score of 7, 
which is developing competence, on the WST or developing competence in 3003 or 301 (formally 3000 or 
3001), mistakenly 
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Unlike many other courses, the objectives for our class are determined by the Academic Senate, and I 
cannot modify them. Following are the course objectives, which come from the English Faculty 
Handbook: 

Objectives: The student will demonstrate the ability to meet the following reading and writing 
objectives: 

1. Reading and writing proficiency within the discipline, to include the following skills: 

a. summary of a text 
b. analysis of a text 
c. evaluation of a text 
d. formulation of an argument 
e. use of persuasion in a written argument 
f. development and elaboration of ideas in paragraph form 

 
2. Research skills will include the following: 

a. your ability to document sources 
b. your ability to present your findings 
c. your ability to format your paper properly 
d. your ability to avoid plagiarism 

 
3. The ability to self-

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/
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http://www20.csueastbay.edu/af/departments/as/  Accessibility Services has suggested that I 

share the following:  If you need disability-related accommodations in this class, or if you have 

emergency medical information, or if you need special arrangements in case the building must be 
evacuated, please email me at < dale.ireland@csueastbay.edu >. 

 
Accessibility Services is the campus office responsible for verifying that students have disability-
related needs for academic accommodations, and for planning appropriate accommodations in 
cooperation with the students themselves and their instructors. Accessibility Services is located in 
the Library complex (LI 2400) where you can make an appointment, or call (510) 885-3868. 
<http://wwwsa.csuhayward.edu/~sdrcweb/sharedresp.shtml> 

How Our Class Will Work:  
Our course will progress on a week-by-week schedule; I will open sections on a weekly basis. A week will 
start at 3:00 PM on Monday and end at 11:59 PM Sunday. Our course will run on Pacific Coast Daylight 
Savings Time.  The best place to start the week is in the "Course Materials" section of our course 
because this area will comprise our weekly schedule. I will not open course materials early because doing 
so would be tantamount to giving a Wednesday lecture earlyðsay on a Tuesday. Some folks mistakenly 
think that our class is a correspondence classðone in which one completes work at oneôs own pace. This 
is not the case. Our class is carefully structured to enable you to interact with our curriculum, one anther, 
and with me because this model has been proven the most effective for online learning. I read your work 
from the previous week so that I may make any needed changes to our classwork for the new week.  Be 
sure to check the announcement page because it may alert you to important news about the weekôs 
assignments.  You may note the assignments on the course schedule, which is below the link to our 
syllabus in the course material section of class.  You may also check out, in a general sense, what we will 
be doing each week for the semester in the discussion board section of class.   

Accessing the class via a smart phone or tablet will most likely cause you problems even if you are using 
the Blackboard app.  The grade section of our class, for example, may not display fully and properly on a 
smart phone or tablet.  You will most likely

by 

/online/
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and the responses to them because they may help you with your course work. 
 
There will be additions and changes to this protocol to accommodate certain class discussions and 
various assignments. These changes or additions will be noted in the "Course Materials" section of our 
course, in the appropriate week, which again is another good reason to start your week, after reading any 
new announcements, with the ñCourse Materialsò section of our class.  For an overview of due dates for 
each of the weeks, please access the assignments listed for the entire semester in the discussion board 
section of our class.  You may note what assignments will be due for each week. 

Always check to make sure your work posted by revisiting the forum to ensure you see/can 
access your post, and be sure to click on your post to ensure your work posted.  You are 
responsible for ensuring your work posted just as you are responsible for ensuring that you correctly 
submit a hard-copy essay to the correct class, office and so on. 

Discussion Board Guidelines:  
Please note that not only you must use Word or the textbox in Blackboard to compose your work, any text 
you take from the Internet, including a Google doc, you must copy and paste into notepad and then you 
may copy and paste the text from notepad into your Blackboard post--or into Word and then your 
Blackboard post.  If you fail to do this when you copy from the Internet, the posts in a Blackboard forum 
fail to wrap, which distorts the view I use to read and grade your work.  The distortion impedes my ability 
to teach, engage with your work, read your work, and grade your work.  Be sure to follow this important 
protocol.  
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too many people are posting too late in the week, I will add earlier date and time requirements for all 
assignments to ensure that we, as a class, best utilize our time. 

Recycling Papers (using work you wrote for other classes/previous writing): 
Recycling papers is not allowed in our class.  Recycling papers, for our class, is defined as taking a 
paper, or other form of writing/speech, written or used previously and resubmitting the work in our 
class.  If you have worked on a paper, speech or other topic that you think would be a good fit for an 
assignment, you need to see me.  We will discuss whether or not the topic of your previous work is 
appropriate for the assignment and we will also discuss how you might integrate specific sections of your 
work, as quoted text, into your paper for our class.  
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In my work on grievance committees, I have learned that most grievances result from miscommunication. 
I encourage you to come to me at any point during the semester to discuss any concerns you may have 
regarding our class. 

Assignments: 
All assignments are due on time, and I will not accept late assignments, except for the rare occasions 
noted in this paragraph. I understand that life may interfere with your ability to complete an assignment on 
time. Although I do not usually accept late work, if you have a documented emergency, I will most likely 
accept late essays or other course work, except for course work that cannot be made-up. If you submit a 
late essay without my first talking with you and my creating an agreement with you, you will be graded 
down one full grade for each day the work is late.  I will not accept late assignments three days after the 
due date.  Simply put, our class will fail to function if we are not actively reading, thinking about and 
responding to each other's contributions. 
 
Your essays will be submitted electronically by way of Blackboard posts in specific discussion 
threads. You will be reading your classmatesô writing. The class has been designed to include reading 
studentsô writing as part of the assigned weekly reading. 

Class Attendance (Participation): 
Although our class meets online there are specific due dates for course work and assignments. Our 
course is not a correspondence course, which means that you do not work at a self-paced rate and turn in 
work once you have completed it. The discussion threads are part of the reading load for this class. Think 
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At the end of the semester you will submit an electronic portfolio which will result in 65% of your course 
grade, calculated accordingly: 

 

25% Writing Project 1 (WP1) 

25% Writing Project 2 (WP2) 

15% Portfolio Analysis Essay  

You will be submitting all of your final essays to Turnitin toward the end of the semester. We will discuss 
how to submit work to Turnitin in the latter part of the semester. 

The portfolio is very important; it will contain final versions of the two writing project essays and a portfolio 
introduction essay.  I will go over this in detail as we work on each project and when it comes time to 
compile your portfolio.  I grade your work in our class and assess whether or not your portfolio meets the 
Writing Skills Requirement.  If you took English 300 or 301 (formally 3003 or 3001), the portfolio 
process differs in our class.  You do not pay a portfolio reading fee, and you do not send your 
portfolio anywhere.  You will post your portfolio in a discussion forum in our class, and submit all 
final essays, including the portfolio introduction to Turnitin.  I will go over this process toward the 
end of the semester. 

Essay format:  Only use Word for a copy and paste into a textbox in the discussion forums because 
other programs may compromise the formatting for the entire forum.  As noted in in the "discussion board 
guidelines":  "any text you take from the Internet you must copy and paste into notepad and then you may 
copy and paste the text from notepad into your Blackboard post--or Word and then into your Blackboard 
post."  Use only one of the three following typefaces for your final versions of the papers you include in 
your portfolio: Palatino, Arial, or Times New Roman.  You will be able to follow MLA or APA formatting for 
your essays.  
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English 302 

Class Assignment Schedule _______(semester) _________ (year) 

(Subject to change) 

  

The purpose of the calendar is meant to give us an overview of the assignment due-dates for the 
semester.  The complete work for each week is in the course materials section of class.    Consult the 
course materials for your final due dates in case any slight changes are made to this schedule and for 
assignment details.  Please note, you usually have three due dates for the assignments in each week. 

  

Week 1 
During our first week together, we will be getting to know one another, our course, including our 
course objectives, and how we will be working together this quarter. 

1a) Icebreaker (8/23 Thursday) 

1b) Student survey (8/26 Sunday) 

1c) Assessment (ungraded) essay (8/26) Sunday 

 

Week 2 
Now that we have a better sense of who we are as a class and how we will be working with our course 
material and one another, we will now begin working with genres. 

2a) Genres (8/29 Wednesday) 

2b) DJ’s Choice (Part 1: 8/30 Thursday) (Part 2: 9/1 Sunday)   

2c) The Writing Dance or "How funky can you get?" (9/1 Sunday) 

 

Week 3 
Monday, September 3 is a campus holiday.  
This week, we will work on selecting journal articles for our first essays, and we will also select peer-
review partners. Additionally, we will work on integrating sources into our writing as we discuss 
strategies for developing and structuring our paragraphs. 

3a) Choosing a peer-
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3b) Anatomy of an academic a journal article (9/7 Friday) 
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This week we will submit our final drafts of our first essays, and we will begin exploring the different 
ways we make arguments in our majors. 

7a) Evaluating arguments (make your argument 10/3 Wednesday, ask a question about a classmate’s 
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10b) Creating concise sentences (10/26 Friday) 

10c) Second essay (WP2): middle draft II due (10/28 Sunday) 

 

Week 11 
We will work with transitions between our paragraphs and in our paraphs as we consider the 
different ways we can help guide our readers through our writing.  This week, we will revisit the word 
choices we make and how they relate to our majors.  We will also reflect on our writing process. 

11a) Transitions (Part 1: 10/31 Wednesday) (Part 2: 11/2 Friday) (Part 3: 11/4 Sunday) 

11b) Reflection, as an ongoing process, and the portfolio (11/2 Friday) 

11c) Word choice (11/4 Sunday) 

 

Week 12 
This week, we will discuss how organization can enhance our written communication as we work with 
ways to use images in our work while making the images accessible.  We will also submit the final 
draft of the second essay. 

12a) Evaluating organization (11/7 Wednesday) 

12b) Working with images and image descriptions (11/9 Friday) 

12c) Second essay (WP2): final due (11/11 Sunday) 

 

Week 13 
Monday, November 12 is a campus holiday. 
As we work on the discovery draft for the third essay, we will examine the rhetorical choices we make 
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This is a short week for us because Thursday and Friday are campus holidays.  This week we will work 
on our middle drafts, and we will have optional conferences. 

Optional conferences (I will explain the process in the course materials.)  

14a) Third essay (WP3): middle draft (11/21 Wednesday) 

 

 

Week 15 
This week we will review the portfolio process as we complete our final drafts of your third essay.  

13b) Third essay (WP3): final draft (12/2 Sunday) 

 

Week 16 
Breathe.  This week we post our portfolios and submit your work to Turnitin.  

Turnitin due (12/7 Friday) Important: see time in course materials 

Portfolio due (12/7 Friday) Important: see time in course materials 

 

 


